AGENDA ITEM 12

COMPARISON OF THE PURPOSES OF THE COTSWOLDS CONSERVATION
BOARD AND ITS ASSOCIATED RESOURCE BASE WITH OTHER ENGLISH AONB
PARTNERSHIPS AND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITIES

Summary: This report compares the resources available to the Cotswolds Conservation
Board in the delivery of its purposes with those available to other English AONB
Partnerships and National Park Authorities.

Author: Martin Lane, Director
Recommendations:
(a)  That the report be noted;

(b)  That the information be utilised when discussing the Board’s resource base
with counterparts in Natural England, Defra, Local Authorities and other partner
organisations;

()  That Local Authority partner organisations be requested to endorse this
report, and to correspond with Defra and Natural England highlighting the degree
to which the Cotswolds AONB and Board are under-resourced compared to other
protected landscapes in England.

Background

1. The proper resourcing of the Conservation Board’s work has been discussed at a
variety of meetings in 2007/08. The poor grant settlement for 2007/08 from Natural
England led to a series of correspondence with local MPs, Natural England and the
Secretary of State.

Comparison of Purposes and Resources

2. Comparative figures are not always available, particularly for the family of AONBSs,
and more detailed data collection and analysis could be undertaken. For example further
analysis could be undertaken of resource inputs compared to achievements, although
comparable data across the protected landscape family as a whole is not currently
available. However, this initial exercise is extremely useful in serving to illustrate some
key findings.

3. Whilst the Conservation Board and National Park Authorities have extremely
similar purposes there is a considerable difference in the resources available with which
to deliver these purposes;

4, Whilst the Cotswolds AONB is an extensive area and the Conservation Board has
a large grant settlement from Natural England compared with other AONBSs, when the
resources are analysed the AONB and Board has access to far less resources per square
kilometre or per head of population compared to other AONBS;

A designated landscape

5. In terms of protected landscapes the Cotswolds AONB is;


































