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Dear Sir
GYPSY AND TRAVELLERS SITE SEARCH PROJECT

In accordance with your instructions, we have undertaken an initial site evaluation in our
capacity as the Council's externally retained Valuers which involved searching for
suitable gypsy and travellers’ sites which could be purchased by the Council, allocated in
planning policy and then sold back to the traveller community to meet the needs

identified within the Wiltshire & Swindon Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs
Assessment (GTANA).

in addition, consideration has been given 1o the value of the Council owned land
relative to its existing opportunity cost and the value of privately owned land retative 1o
its resale value. The provision of basis services and management issues has also be
taken into account when assessing the suitability and value of sites.

SITE SEARCH CRITERIA

The site search criteria is set out in the Wiltshire & Swindon Gypsy and Traveller Study
2006. This states, in précis, that the planning system address the need to create
halanced and sustainable local communities and that new sites should be planned
sensitively to take account of the needs of bath the travelling and settled cornmunities
while local developraent frameworks planned with community involvernent must reflect
the need for a growth in the number of gypsy and traveller sites iocally.

Circular 01/2006 ”Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan Sites” and the draft RSS
address the importance of the principles of sustainable communities to all future
development and, in particular, Circular 1/2006, para 65 states:

“In deciding where to provide for gypsy and traveller sites, the Local Planning Authority
should first consider in or near existing settlements with access to local services, e.g.
shops, doctors and schools. The draft RSS identifies that sustainable communities
should be well connected — with good transport services and communication linking
people to jobs, schools, health and other services”.














































