LOOKING AFTER YOUR HOUSE

The health of your home is a lot like your own personal health. If it is regularly
checked and maintained, the chance of a problem arising is greatly reduced. With
proper maintenance, if problems do occur, there is less chance that they will
develop into major issues.
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Spring is an important time for home maintenance. It’s a time to see how well the
house has survived the winter months, and to plan jobs which you need to do over

the summer.
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Inside and out, look for signs of
damp, cracks, crumbling,
masonry and plaster.

Make sure airbricks are clear

Outside: Check for loose and
missing slates or tiles.

Inside, check for damp, rot and
woodworm.

Check flat roofs for bulges and
puddles.

Check flashings and chimneys

Outside: Look for
blistering paint.
Inside and out: check for sticking
doors and windows, warps and
twists, broken sash cords,
broken glazing, stiff locks and
handles.
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Check for damp, rot and
woodworm.

Look for sagging or discoloured
ceilings.

Check stairs for creaks and
groans.

Check for rot and wind damage.

Check walls for frost damage
and for bulges or cracks.

Check gates for rot and make
sure hinges and catches work
efficiently.
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Consider when an electrician last checked
wiring.

Look for damaged or over-heated fittings.
Check for brittle insulation on wiring.

Clear debris from around stopcock.
Look out for any dripping taps.

Check for dripping overflows

Flush sinks with hot water and washing
Soda.

Check waste pipes for leaks.

Arrange to have appliances serviced.
If you have solid fuel fires arrange to
have the chimneys swept.

Check for cracks and leaky joints
Check iron gutters for rust

Remove debris.
Check inspection covers for rust.
Check that water runs efficiently.



THE SUMMER SEASON

The spring inspection should generate a list of jobs which need to be done before the
next winter. Most external maintenance jobs and repairs are a good deal easier to carry
out in summer. For painting, choose a time when the weather’s been warm and dry for a
while, the lower the moisture content of the wood, the better the results.

THE AUTUMN REVIEW

Walls ¢ Check that the damp-proof is clear all Heating ¢ Check fittings for leaks.
around the house. ¢ Check radiators for cold spots
¢ Check that airbricks are clear. which indicate trapped air.
¢ Check that thermostats are
working and set correctly.
Roofs ¢ Check for loose or missing slates or Gutters ¢ Rake out debris and silt from
tiles. and gutters.
¢ Check inside for loft insulation and drainpipes ¢ Check for cracks and leaky joints.
lagging on pipes. ¢ Check brackets supporting gutters
and drainpipes.
Fences ¢ Check for wind damage.
USEFUL CONTACTS:
Energy Saving Trust — Energy Efficiency for Homeowners 0845 727 7200
www.est.org.uk
Wiltshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre 0800 512 012
Ridgeway Care and Repair 01249 460 701
www.ridgewaycommunity.org.uk
Eaga Partnership Ltd 0800 316 2814
www.eaga.co.uk
Energywatch (Independent Energy Watchdog) 0845 906 0708
www.energywatch.org.uk
Winter Warmth Advice Line 0800 085 7000
Via www.dh.gov.uk
Home Heat Helpline 0800 33 66 99
www.homeheathelpline.org
National Energy Action 01752 235181

www.nea.org.uk




