Pipe and Tank Lagging

Lagging the hot water cylinder

Annual saving on your fuel bill of up to £15

The insulation on your hot water cylinder should be at least 80mm (3 inches) thick, be in good condition and
with no gaps.

Tools

Tape measure

Preparation

Turn off the system and allow the cylinder and pipes to cool before you carry out the work. An old jacket
can be left on and the new one placed over the top.

Measure your hot water cylinder and buy a jacket the correct size. Look for products that confirm to
British Standard BS5615.

Procedure

1. Tie the tops of the jacket segments tightly
around the pipe at the top of the cylinder
and place them evenly around so that the
cylinder is totally covered. Pipes from the
cylinder and any thermostat or immersion
heads should be between segments. In
other places, the segments should overlap
slightly. Do not cover electric cables.

2. Fix the jackets in place with the bands
provided, making sure that the fixing straps
do not compress the insulation too much.
Check that there isn't a gap of more than
20mm (3/4 inch), from the bottom of the
jacket to the bottom of the cylinder.

All information provided by the Energy Saving Trust: For free, impartial energy advice call 0800 512 012



Lagging Hot Water Pipes

Annual saving from insulating your hot water pipes is £5

Tools

Tape measure
Tape

Clips

Scissors

Preparation

Turn off the system and allow the pipes to cool before you carry out the work.

Remove any old or damaged lagging.

Measure the length of pipes to be covered. There are various kinds of insulation available. The most
convenient is pre-formed foam tubes. 20-25mm (linch) is the minimum thickness you should install. You
will need suitable tape to seal the splits and to join sections; some systems use purpose made clips. You
can buy pre-cut packs for use around valves etc.

Insulate

Between the boiler and the hot water cylinder

All hot water pipes, especially the first 1m (3’) length of hot water pipe from the hot water cylinder
towards the taps.

Any hot or cold water pipes in the loft or other cold part of the house.

Procedure

1. Apply the insulation to the pipes. Try to avoid leaving small gaps where pipes are fixed to joists in the loft
or pass through the walls. Be particularly careful at junctions and bends.

2. If using foam tubes, seal the split with suitable tape or clips.

All information provided by the Energy Saving Trust: For free, impartial energy advice call 0800 512 012



