REPORT TO THE DEVELLOPMENT CONTROL Report No. 8
COMMITTEE

Date of Meeting 30™ January 2008

Title of Report Major Planning Application Protocol

Link to Corporate Priorities | 1) Customer Focus, Equality and Diversity, 2) Partnership Working, 3) Waste
and Recycling, 4) Cleaner Safer and Betier Streets, 5) Spatial Pianning, 6)
Buoyanti Economy, 7) Heaithy Lifestyles

Public Report Yes

Summary of Report

At the meeting of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee on 30" November 2008, it was agreed to establish
a Scrutiny Task Group to consider aspects of the Planning Service, including a review of the major
applications process and the value derived from Section 106 Legal Agreements, associated with major

developments.

The Task Group met on 19" December 2006, when it was resolved that officers would produce a
protocot detailing the whole process, to create more certainty and vaiue for alf concerned.

At the Qverview and Scrutiny Meeting on 28 March 2007, Members agreed to endorse the Major
Applications Protocol and recommended that the protocol be adopted by the Deveiopment Control
Committee and be reviewed after 6 months.

The Development Control Committee endorsed the use of the Protocol at the meeting on 25" April 2007
and recommended that i be reviewed after 6 months. (See Appendix 1 for a copy of the Commitiee
Report and the Protocol). This Report seeks further views of Members on the operation of the Protocol

since April 2007,

In addition, at the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Commitiee on October 23 2007, it was resolved
that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee was willing to fook at any issue, if it was considered that there
were any concerns.

Officer Recommendations

Recommend that the protocol be now adepted by the Development Control Committee

Other than those implications agreed with the relevant Officers and referred to below, there are no other

implications associated with this report.

Financial E Legal Community & Human Equality & Diversity
Implications implications Envircnmental Rasources implications
Implications Implications
Yes Yes Yes None None
Contact Officer Charles Pescod Development Control Manager

01249 706631  cpescod@northwilts. gov.uk

Sally Canter

(01249 706630  scanler@northwilts.gov.uk
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Introduction

1.1 This report relates to the review of the Major Applications and Section 106 Protocols as required
by the Development Control Committee.

2. Options and Options Appraisal

2.1 Option 1:

To adopt the Major Applications Protocol,

2.2 Option 2:

To adopt the Major Applicaticns Protoco! with revisions.

2.3 Option 3
To instruct Officers not to proceed with a protocol for the Major Application and Section 106
process.

3. Background Information

31 Since the adoption of the Major Applications and Section 106 Protocols, by the Development
Control Committee at its meeting held on April 25" 2007, the process seems to have been working
well and there have been no significant criticisms.

3.2 In particular, it seems to have speeded up the process for determining major applications, as the
percentage of applications determined within the time periods, whilst still exceeding the required
national figure of 60%, have also steadily risen.

3.3 No changes to the protocol originally considered by the Members are therefore proposed.

4 Financial Implications

4.1 ftis anticipated that the protocol will provide more financial ¢clarity and certainty for both the
Council, applications/agents and third parties, including Town and Parish Councils.

5 Legal Implications

5.1 The use of standardised legal agreements in many instances and better communication at an
early stage in the process, will heip to improve and speed up the process of preparing, drafting
and completing agreements.

8 Community and Environmental implications

6.1 The protocol wiil help to ensure that the new developments are of the highest quality, whilst
contributing to the infrastructure needs of the local community.

Risk Analysis

Option 1

By adopting the protocol, it will help to provide clarity and certainty for all concerned with the process of
dealing with major applications. 1t will also help the Councii achieve the National Performance Indicator.

Option 2
By adopting the protocol, with amendments, in addition to those benefits identified in option 1, it will seek
to reassure stakeholders, that they are a vaiued part of the process.
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Option 3
if the protocol is not adopted, the original feeling of uncertainty will continue and the Councils ability to
achieve the National Perfermance Indicator may be affected.

Appendices: » Appendix 1 - Major Applications Protocol and the
Development Control Committee Report dated April 25"
2007

Background

Documents Used in
the Preparation of this
Report:

Previous Decisions Connected with this Report

Report Committee & Date Minute Reference
Planning Scrutiny Task Group Overview and Scrutiny 083
Committee 30/11/06

Overview and Scrutiny Task Group | gyerview and Scrutiny 0101
Outcomes - Committee 25/01/07
Overview and Scrutiny Task Group | gyeryiew and Scrutiny Minute not yet
Qutcomes Committee 29/03/07 approved
Development Control Committee | Development Control Appendix 1

| Committee 25/04/07
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